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Storing Patient Information
Introduction
	Storing information is a critical component of any organization. In the health sector, the store of information is necessary because many patients with different health needs are inevitable. Technology has been rapidly adopted in the healthcare sector, which has led to the development of electronic health record (EHR), which is a computerized software that helps health practitioners to swiftly collect and store patient information and create a digital record updated based on every new encounter with a patient (Heart, Ben-Assuli & Shabtai, 2017). Examples of information stored through EHR include laboratory tests, prescription medications, diagnosis and treatment, and family history among others.
Functions and Advantages of EHR
	EHR use has tremendously helped in improving the healthcare industry through its performance of various functions. This electronic system is used in storing health information and data, management of test results, order management to reduce medical errors, decision support to enhance clinical performance, electronic connectivity and communications among health professionals and patients, patient support through provision of educational material, administrative process to enhance the medical efficiency, as well as helping in the production of reports that are required at local, state, and federal levels (Kharrazi et al., 2018).
	There are numerous clinical advantages that are attributable to the use of EHR. For instance, it eliminates paper records in storing, managing, and retrieving information, promotes easy access of clinical data, able to develop and maintain clinical workflows more effectively, reduces medical errors and improves the safety of patients while tremendously supporting clinical decision-making (Kharrazi et al., 2018). EHRs also helps in ensuring that all data is recorded and stored on real-time basis. The software greatly helps in gathering and analyzing the patient data, which necessitates outreaching to discreet populations (Heart, Ben-Assuli & Shabtai, 2017). In addition, it necessitates seamless interaction with affiliated pharmacies, labs, clinics, and hospitals.
Forms Used to Keep Information in EHRs
	There are three major forms that are utilized in keeping patient information in EHRs. These include discharge forms, HIPAA consent forms, and consent of treatment forms. The discharge forms are utilized when a patient has stayed in a health facility for over 48 hours. HIPAA consent form is used by patient in acknowledging that they have received the Notice of Privacy Practices (Aldosari, 2017). The patient is given the option of consenting if they need or do not need the treatment. The consent form is issued to patients when patient is admitted to a hospital, emergency room, or is being examined by a medical practitioner. 
Basic Workflow of a HCO using EHRs
	The adoption of the EHRs in healthcare organizations tremendously influences the workflow of the organizations. The basic workflow includes management of messages, scheduling patients, checking in patients, allocates rooms to patients, conducts examinations, renews medications, and checks patients out of the facility (Aldosari, 2017). In general, the EHRs helps the workflow of a healthcare organization by helping in the examination of various business aspects from an electronic perspective. efficient management of workflow necessitated by EHRs can significantly help in maximizing efficiencies, removing chaos in existing workflow, enhancing safety and quality of healthcare, as well as improving care coordination (Aldosari, 2017).
Conclusion
	The EHRs promotes value-based healthcare through enhancement of the documentation of the treatments undertaken by practitioners and their outcomes. This technology is also critical in facilitating easy accessibility and development of standardized reports and other dynamic tools of analyzing medical data and information. If all hospitals are to effectively implement the provisions of the EHR system, the healthcare industry will be highly enhanced and improvement of patient outcomes will be inevitable. This is because it will help in establishing and maintaining effective clinical workflows, strongly supporting clinical decision-making, improving patient safety, and lowering medical errors.
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